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Narcissism is a well-known personality construct in the Western individualistic

society. However, it is unclear whether this personality construct is generalizable to a

collectivistic culture like the Chinese which put strong emphasis on collective

well-being rather than individual glory. The present study explores the construct of

narcissism among the Chinese. Two samples were used for the purpose of this study.

Sample 1 involved 1911 non-psychiatric individuals from both Mainland China (n =

1575) and Hong Kong (n = 336). Sample 2 involved 228 patients with bipolar

disorder and 354 patients with depression. Both samples completed the Cross-cultural

(Chinese) Personality Assessment Inventory-2. Sample 2 also completed the Chinese

Personality Disorders Inventory. Out of the 541 items of CPAI-2, we were able to

identify 16 personality items closely resembled different aspects of narcissistic

personality features as specified in the DSM system. The 16-item scale, tentatively

named as the Chinese Narcissism Scale, demonstrated good internal consistency and

item-total correlations in both the community and clinical samples. Factor analyses

revealed four theoretically meaningful factors: Self-perceived Superiority,



Interpersonal Exploitation, Uniqueness and Fantasies of Greatness. Findings also
supported the convergent validity and clinical utility of the Chinese Narcissism Scale.
Implications for future investigation of narcissism in the Chinese population were

discussed.
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